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Argentina’s  2001/02  soybean  production  is  estimated  at  a  record  29.5  million  tons,  up  0.75 
million  or  3  percent  from  last  month  and  up  6  percent  from  last  season’s  revised  estimate  of 
27.8  million  tons.  Yield  is  forecast  above  average  at  2.61  tons  per  hectare  due  to  good  growing 
conditions.  First-crop  soybeans  escaped  most  of  the  potential  damage  from  the  February 
dryness  that  affected  some  fields  at  the  end  of  podfill.  The  recent  March  rains  have 
alleviated  dryness  in  the  main  growing  areas,  improving  the  conditions  for  second-crop 
soybeans. 

Soybean  harvest  has  started  and  is  6  percent  complete  as  of  March  29,  2002,  similar  to  last 
year’s  pace.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  a  record  11.3  million  hectares,  up  0.2  million  from 
last  month  and  up  9  percent  from  last  season.  Argentine  producers  used  the  situation 
provided  by  flooding  problems  that  affected  planting  corn  and  sunflower  to  increase  soybean 
area.  Additionally,  soybeans  are  the  low-cost  choice  compared  to  most  other  crops.  The  cost 
of  production  for  soybeans  is  SUSlOO  per  hectare  versus  $US200  per  hectare  for  corn.  The 
costs  for  soybeans  are  even  lower  if  farmers  save  seed  to  replant,  a  common  practice. 
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This  report  uses  information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services’  global  network  of  agricultural 
attaches  and  counselors;  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  other  foreign  source  materials; 
and  the  results  of  economic  and  satellite  imagery  analysis.  Estimates  of  foreign  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  and  are  reviewed 
by  USDA’s  Inter-Agency  Commodity  Estimates  Committees.  Estimates  of  U.S.  area,  yield,  and 
production  are  from  USDA’s  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Numbers  within  the  report  may 
not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding.  This  report  reflects  official  USD  A  estimates  released  in  the 
World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  of  April  10,  2002. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FASAJSDA. 
The  next  issue  of  World  Agricultural  Production  will  be  released  after  3:00  p.m.  Eastern  time  on  May 
17,  2002. 


Conversion  Table 


Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
Com,  sorghum,  rye 
Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 
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2001/02  PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


Argentina:  Corn  Production  Increases  due  to  Higher  Area  and  Yields 

Argentina’s  2001/02  com  production  is  forecast  at  12.8  million  tons,  up  0.8  million  from  last  month,  or  7 
percent,  but  down  17  percent  from  last  season’s  revised  estimate  of  15.4  million  tons.  Harvested  area  is 
forecast  at  2.25  million  hectares,  up  100,000  hectares  from  last  month  but  down  26  percent  from  last 
season.  Yield  is  forecast  above  average  at  5.69  tons  per  hectare. 

Com  harvest  is  underway  and  is  21  percent  complete  as  of  March  29,  2002,  similar  to  last  year’s  pace 
according  to  the  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture  (SAGPyA).  Harvested  area  increased  by  100,000 
hectares  from  last  month.  The  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture  raised  their  planted  area  estimate  to  3.0 
from  2.6  million  hectares.  Less  area  for  silage  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  increase. 

Field  travel  by  Ag  Attache  and  FAS/Washington  indicates  higher  than  average  yields  in  northern  Buenos 
Aires  Province,  southern  Santa  Fe  Province  and  eastern  Cordoba  Province.  These  areas  were  planted  on 
time.  Abundant  soil  moisture  and  timely  rains  have  led  to  higher  estimated  yields,  and  reports  of  yields  in 
these  areas  confirm  higher  yield  estimates.  In  northwestern  Buenos  Aires  Province,  com  was  planted  later 
than  normal  and  lower  yields  are  expected;  this  area  was  not  visited.  The  higher-yielding  areas  in  central 
Argentina  are  expected  to  offset  the  lower  yielding  areas. 


Argentina:  Sorghum  Production  Decreases  due  to  Lower  Area 

Argentina’s  2001/02  sorghum  production  is  forecast  at  2.3  million  tons,  down  0.7  million  from  last  month 
and  down  20  percent  from  last  season’s  revised  estimate  of  2.9  million  tons.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at 
0.53  million  hectares,  a  decrease  of  0. 12  million  from  last  month  and  down  14  percent  from  last  year. 

Sorghum  area  has  been  decreasing  in  Argentina  as  farmers  switch  to  soybeans.  In  the  main  growing  areas 
of  central  Argentina  few  farmers  use  sorghum  in  crop  rotation.  In  marginal  areas  of  northern  Santa  Fe 
Province  and  western  Cordoba  Province,  which  tend  to  have  droughts,  sorghum  remains  a  component  in 
crop  rotation. 


Turkey:  Wheat  Production  Rises 

Turkey’s  2001/02  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  15.5  million  tons,  up  0.5  million  from  last  month  but 
down  2.5  million  tons  from  a  year  earlier  year.  Turkey’s  low  wheat  production  is  attributed  to  dry  and 
warm  weather  during  the  winter  and  spring  months  of  2000/01  in  Central  Anatolia,  the  region  that 
accounts  for  nearly  40  percent  of  Turkey’s  wheat  production.  Lack  of  rainfall  within  Central  Anatolia 
reduced  both  wheat  quality  and  quantity.  Other  regions  in  the  country,  such  as  Adana  and  Antakya 
regions,  also  reported  wheat  harvests  slightly  below  last  year.  The  exception  is  Southeast  Anatolia,  where 
wheat  production  increased  due  to  good  rainfall  and  low  pest  infestation. 
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Zimbabwe:  Drought  Devastates  Corn  Crop 


Zimbabwe  com  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  1 .0  million  tons,  down  0. 1  million  or  9  percent  from 
last  month  and  down  0.4  million  or  30  percent  from  last  year’s  below-average  crop.  Planted  area  is 
estimated  at  1 .2  million  hectares,  down  2  percent  from  last  year  due  to  area  reductions  in  the  large-scale 
commercial  farm  sector.  The  estimated  yield  of  0.83  tons  per  hectare  is  the  lowest  since  1994/95  and 
much  lower  than  the  5-year  average  yield  of  1.2  tons  per  hectare. 

Dry  weather  in  October  2001  delayed  the  start  of  the  planting  season  by  2  to  4  weeks,  but  moderate  to 
heavy  rainfall  in  November  and  early-December  provided  abundant  moisture  for  germination  and  early 
establishment.  This  favorable  pattern  changed  in  January,  when  the  summer  rainy  season  ended  abmptly. 
Total  rainfall  from  January  through  March  was  less  than  25  percent  of  normal,  and  above-normal 
temperatures  throughout  the  growing  season  magnified  the  impact  of  the  dryness.  Soil  moisture  was 
severely  depleted,  and  supplemental  irrigation  was  rarely  available  to  ease  the  stress.  The  crop  is  now  at 
the  filling  and  maturing  stage,  too  late  in  the  season  to  benefit  from  additional  rainfall.  Harvesting  is 
expected  to  start  later  in  April  and  continue  for  several  months. 


Sudan:  Sorghum  Production  Up 

Sudan’s  2001/02  sorghum  production  is  estimated  at  3 .77  million  tons,  up  1 .27  million  from  last  month  and 
up  1 .27  million  tons  from  the  previous  year.  Area  harvested  is  estimated  at  5.85  million  hectares,  up  1 .65 
million  from  last  year.  Area  expansion  and  favorable  weather  contributed  to  the  above  average  harvest  and 
higher  yields  than  in  the  preceding  five  years.  In  general,  rainfall  started  on  time  in  most  regions  and  was 
well  distributed  throughout  the  season,  especially  in  the  important  Central  Region  where  nearly  40  percent 
of  sorghum  is  produced.  Area  harvested  for  irrigated  sorghum  also  expanded  due  to  the  good  rainfall 
raising  the  Nile  water  levels  higher  than  usual. 


Ethiopia:  Corn  Production  Rises 

Ethiopia’s  2001/02  com  production  is  estimated  at  3.25  million  tons,  up  0.63  million  from  last  month 
and  up  0. 15  million  tons  from  last  year.  Area  harvested  is  estimated  at  2.0  million  hectares,  up  0.25 
million  from  last  month  and  up  0. 1 5  million  from  last  year.  In  general,  favorable  rainfall  at  the  higher 
altitudes  contributed  towards  good  growing  conditions  and  a  bumper  harvest  for  the  country. 
However,  rainfall  at  the  lower  altitude  agricultural  regions  was  less  favorable,  with  some  regions 
reporting  lower  production  due  to  late  onset,  erratic  distribution,  or  early  cessation  of  rainfall. 


Romania:  Corn  and  Wheat  Revised  Upward:  Bariev  Revised  Downward 

Romanian  com  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  8.8  million  tons,  up  400,000  tons  from  last  month 
and  up  4.3  million  or  96  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Production  was  revised  upward  from  the  record  low 
of  4.5  million  tons  in  2000,  but  is  still  3  percent  below  the  five-year  average  of  9. 1  million.  Harvested  area 
was  adjusted  down  0. 1  million  hectares  to  2.9  million  which  is  still  larger  than  the  2000/0 1  acreage,  at  2.7 
million.  While  com  was  devastated  in  the  southeast  and  along  the  Danube  River  from  summer  drought, 
better  weather  prevailed  in  other  areas  of  the  country,  pushing  up  aggregate  yields  to  near  average  levels. 
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Romania’s  wheat  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  7.9  million  tons,  up  400,000  tons  from  last  month 
and  up  3.5  million  or  80  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  This  increase  resulted  from  an  upward  revision  in 
acreage  at  2.5  million  hectares,  up  200,000  from  last  month,  based  on  final  government  acreage  estimates. 

Romanian  barley  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  1.1  million  tons,  down  400,000  tons  from  last 
month  and  up  350,000  tons  or  47  percent  from  2000’s  30-year  low.  This  decrease  was  based  on  a 
downward  revision  in  yields,  estimated  at  1.93  tons  per  hectare,  offsetting  a  slightly  larger  crop  acreage 
estimated  at  569,000  hectares. 

France:  Wheat  and  Corn  Estimates  Revised  Downward 


France’s  2001/02  total  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  3 1 .5  million  tons,  down  0.5  million  from  last  month 
and  down  6. 1  million  or  16  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  The  decrease  is  primarily  due  to  a  decline  in 
harvested  area,  down  45,000  hectares  from  last  month.  Wheat  is  grown  throughout  France,  and 
nearly  all  of  it  is  sown  during  the  winter  months.  The  2001/02  com  crop  is  also  estimated  lower  at 
16. 1  million  tons,  down  0.4  million  from  last  month  and  down  slightly  (130,000  tons)  from  2000/01 . 
As  a  result  of  a  downward  revision  in  crop  yields,  from  8.92  tons  per  hectare  to  8.52,  production  is 
estimated  lower.  This  decrease  offsets  a  slight  upward  revision  in  crop  acreage,  resulting  in  a  net 
decrease  in  production.  Most  of  the  com  in  France  is  grovm  in  the  southwest  regions  of  Poitou- 
Charentes,  Aquitaine  and  Midi-Pyrenees. 


Argentina:  Record  Soybean  Area  and  Production 

Argentina’s  2001/02  soybean  production  is  estimated  at  a  record  29.5  million  tons,  up  0.75  million  or 
8  percent  from  last  month  and  up  6  percent  from  last  season’s  revised  estimate  of  27.8  million  tons. 
Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  a  record  1 1.3  million  hectares,  up  0.2  million  from  last  month  and  up  9 
percent  from  last  season.  Yield  is  forecast  above  average  at  2.61  tons  per  hectare. 

Soybean  harvest  has  started  and  is  6  percent  complete  as  of  March  29,  2002,  similar  to  last  year’s 
pace.  First-crop  soybeans  escaped  damage  from  dryness  in  Febmary,  when  some  fields  were  at  the 
end  of  the  podfill  stage.  The  recent  March  rains  alleviated  dryness  in  the  main  growing  areas, 
improving  the  conditions  for  second-crop  soybeans. 

Field  travel  during  late  Febmary  and  early  March  indicated  mixed  conditions  for  soybean  yields.  First- 
crop  soybean  yields  were  higher  than  normal,  and,  at  that  time,  second-crop  soybeans  were  suffering 
from  dryness.  The  dryness  has  been  alleviated  and  second-crop  soybean  yields  are  expected  to  be 
near  normal.  The  proportion  of  second-crop  soybean  planted  area  is  estimated  at  27  percent  of  total 
soybeans,  compared  to  26  percent  in  2000/01,  and  28  percent  in  1999/2000. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  7 

Oats  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  8 

Rye  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  9 

Sorghum  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  10 

Rice  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  1 1 

Total  Oilseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  12 

Soybean  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  13 

Cottonseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Country/Region  | 

Production 

Change  in  Production 

1999/00 

Prel. 

2000/01 

2001/02  Prpj. 
Mar.  Apr. 

tmond) 

from  last  year 

from  las 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.46 

5.73 

5.69 

5.71 

0.01 

0.25 

-0.02 

■0.37 

Philippines 

2.35 

2.50 

2.50 

2.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Indonesia 

1.32 

1.45 

1.45 

1.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

India 

0.73 

0.73 

0.70 

0.70 

0.00 

0.00 

■0.03 

-3.45 

Mexico 

0.19 

0.20 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.04 

Sri  Lanka 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

-0.01 

-10.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.24 

0.24 

0.22 

0.24 

0.02 

9.09 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.56 

0.55 

0.55 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

6.41 

6.87 

7.22 

7.12 

-0.09 

-1.26 

0.26 

3.73 

Malaysia 

3.08 

3.41 

3.55 

3.46 

-0.09 

-2.54 

0.05 

1.41 

Indonesia 

2.12 

2.25 

2.40 

2.40 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

6.67 

Nigeria 

0.35 

0.32 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

9.38 

Cote  d’Ivoire 

0.06 

0.05 

0.06 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

9.62 

Colombia 

0.11 

0.12 

0.13 

0.13 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

7.44 

Thailand 

0.14 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

-0.01 

-7.10 

0.00 

0.00 

Zaire 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.00 

7.14 

0.00 

7.14 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.05 

0.00 

4.08 

0.01 

21.43 

Others 

0.47 

0.48 

0.48 

0.49 

0.01 

1.04 

0.00 

0.41 

PALM  OIL 

World 

21.80 

23.76 

24.63 

24.37 

-0.25 

-1.03 

0.61 

2.57 

Malaysia 

10.49 

11.94 

12.20 

11.90 

-0.30 

-2.46 

-0.04 

-0.31 

Indonesia 

7.20 

7.60 

8.10 

8.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0.50 

6.58 

Nigeria 

0.76 

0.73 

0.76 

0.76 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

4.11 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.28 

0.25 

0.27 

0.27 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

8.87 

Colombia 

0.52 

0.56 

0.58 

0.58 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.68 

Thailand 

0.71 

0.72 

0.72 

0.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Zaire 

0.15 

0.16 

0.16 

0.16 

0.00 

1.29 

0.00 

1.29 

Ecuador 

0.24 

0.25 

0.30 

0.30 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

22.45 

Others 

1.45 

1.57 

1.55 

1.59 

0.04 

2.91 

0.02 

1.53 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  20-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  April 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  April  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
2.2  million  tons  (0.4  percent)  and  ranged  from  -6.8  to  6.5  million  tons.  The 
April  projection  has  been  below  the  final  14  times  and  above  the  final  6  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 
REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

2000/01  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest 

Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

— Million  metric  tons — 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

0.4 

2.2 

-6.8 

6.5 

12 

8 

U.S. 

0.1 

0.0 

-0.2 

0.1 

9 

5 

Foreign 

0.5 

2.2 

-6.8 

6.5 

12 

8 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

0.7 

5.4 

-14.7 

13.3 

14 

6 

U.S. 

0.1 

0.1 

-0.2 

1.3 

10 

5 

Foreign 

0.9 

5.5 

-14.7 

13.3 

14 

6 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

1.3 

4.3 

-13.3 

10.8 

16 

4 

U.S. 

1.0 

0.1 

-0.2 

0.2 

4 

4 

Foreign 

1.3 

4.2 

-13.3 

10.8 

16 

4 

SOYBEANS 

World 

1.6 

1.8 

-4.0 

2.3 

13 

7 

U.S. 

1.0 

0.6 

-1 .6 

1.8 

8 

9 

Foreign 

2.4 

1.5 

-4.6 

2.3 

16 

4 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

1.0 

0.8 

-3.0 

0.8 

15 

4 

U.S. 

0.2 

0.0 

0.1 

0.1 

7 

8 

Foreign 

1.2 

0.8 

-3.0 

0.8 

14 

5 

UNITED  STATES 

- /I 

/lillion  bushels- 

CORN 

0.1 

2 

-8 

38 

1 

1 

SORGHUM 

0.1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

2 

BARLEY 

0.4 

2 

-3 

11 

9 

3 

OATS 

0.1 

0 

-2 

1 

4 

2 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-2000/01  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 

2/  May  not  total  20  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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_ April  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 
Pre-Planting 


United  States 

Com,  Small  Grains  &  Cotton: 
Planting 


Mexico 

Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Europe 

Small  Grains:  Planting 
Sugarbeets:  Planting 
Com:  Planting  (Italy) 

Citrus:  Harvesting  (Mediterranean) 


Brazil 

Cotton  &  Soybeans 
Harvesting 

Argentina 

Com  &  Cotton:  Harvesting 
Soybeans:  Maturing 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 

Planting  (Coast) 
Cocoa:  Flowering* 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Cotton:  Planting 


East  Africa 
Belg  (minor)  Grain: 

Planting  (Ethiopia) 
Maize,  Sorghum:  Planting 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Small  Grains:  Planting  (West) 
Pre-Planting:  (East) 

Com,  Sunflowers  & 
Sugarbeets:  Planting  (South) 
C^otton:  Planting  (Central  Asia) 


China 

Com,  Soybeans  & 
Cotton:  Planting 
Early  and  Single  Rice: 
Planting 


*  Southeast  Asia 
Rice  &  Com: 
Pre-Planting 


Southern  Africa 
Com:  Harvesting 


Australia 
Cotton  &  Sorghum: 

Maturing  to  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


United  States 
Grains:  Vegetative 


Mexico 

Wheat  &  Vegetables: 
Harvesting 


Europe 
Grains:  Greening  (North) 
Heading*  (Italy) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Dormant  (North) 
Greening  (South) 


NWAfrica 
Grains:  Heading*  to 
_ Filling 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Wheat:  Heading* 
(South),  Greening 
(North) _ 


Brazil 
Wheat:  Planting 


South  Asia 
Wheat:  Maturing 


China 
Grains:  Heading* 


South  Africa 
Wheat:  Planting 
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_ May  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 
Planting 


United  States 
Com  &  Sorghum;  Planting 
Soybeans;  Planting 
Small  Grains;  Planting 


Mexico 

Sorghum  &  Com;  Planting 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane;  Planting 


Europe 
Com;  Planting 
Sunflowers;  Planting 
Sugarbeets;  Planting  (Germaity) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers  & 

Sugarbeets;  Planting 
Small  Grains;  Vegetative  (West) 
Planting;  (East) 

Cotton;  Planting  (Central  Asia) 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Cotton;  Planting 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice; 

Planting  (Coast  &  Sahel) 
Cocoa;  Flowering* 

Brazil 

Citrus  &  Sugarcane;  Harvesting 
Cotton  &  Soybeans;  Harvesting 

liiir 


Argentina 
Com,  Soybeans  & 
Cotton;  Harvesting 


Southern  Africa 
Com;  Harvesting 


East  Africa 
Maize,  Sorghum;  Planting 
(Keitya,  Ethiopia) 
Grains;  Planting  (Sudan) 
Small  Grains;  Planting 
(Ethiopia) 

Belg  (minor)  Grain; 
Planting  (Ethiopia) 


China 

Com,  Soybeans  & 

Cotton;  Planting 

Early  Rice;  Heading* 

^  Single  Rice;  Planting 
- 


Southeast  Asia 
Rice  &  Com;  Planting 

r 

Australia 
Cbtton  &  Sorghum;  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Europe 

Grains;  Heading*  (France,  Romania) 
Maturing  (Spain) 

Rapeseed;  Flowering*  (England,  Poland) 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains;  Vegetative  (North) 
Heading*  (South) 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Wheat;  Heading* 
(North),  Harvesting 
(South) 


China 
^  Grains;  Filling 


Southern  Africa 
Wheat;  Planting 


Australia 
Wheat;  Planting 


> 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


Northwestern  Africa:  Rain  Benefits  Morocco  Grains.  East  Becomes  Dry 

For  the  most  part,  drought  continued  across  Morocco  and  Algeria  (western  and  central  areas)  during  February  2002. 
However,  rainfall  became  rather  frequent  and  widespread  across  Morocco  beginning  the  week  of  February  24  through 
March  2.  During  March  weekly  rainfall  amounts  were  generally  10-25  millimeters  and  in  some  areas  exceeding  50 
millimeters  across  Morocco.  This  rainfall  was  very  timely  for  Morocco’s  winter  wheat  crop,  which  entered  the 
heading  stage  during  mid-March.  The  week  of  March  17-23  was  the  only  dry  week  during  March  across  Morocco. 
Rainfall  was  generally  lighter  across  western  Algeria,  but  more  frequent  during  March  than  were  the  rains  of  January 
and  February.  While  the  west  became  better  suited  for  crop  development  thanks  to  the  March  rains,  eastern  Algeria 
and  Tunisia  remained  dry,  resulting  in  a  continued  deterioration  of  crop  conditions.  By  the  beginning  of  April  2002, 
winter  grains  were  advancing  through  the  reproductive  stages  of  crop  development.  Temperatures  were  seasonal  in  the 
eastern  growing  areas,  but  in  the  west,  above  normal  temperatures  at  the  end  of  March  increased  crop  water  demands. 


Middle  East:  Showers  Improve  Winter  Grain  Prospects 

During  February,  warmer  than-normal  weather  helped  to  ease  winter  wheat  out  of  dormancy  earlier  than  usual  and 
accelerated  vegetative  growth  rates,  except  in  the  coldest  locations  of  Turkey  and  Iran.  Rainfall  in  February  was  near 
to  below  normal,  although  timely  mid-  and  late-month  showers  benefited  vegetative  to  reproductive  winter  crops  in 
southeastern  Turkey,  Syria,  and  Israel.  Scattered  showers  brought  local  relief  from  long-term  dryness  in  sections  of 
Iran,  even  though  the  northwest  was  still  too  dry.  During  the  first  ten  days  of  March,  unseasonable  warm,  dry  weather 
dominated  the  Middle  East.  Showers  swept  across  Turkey,  Syria,  and  Israel  during  the  week  of  March  10  -  16. 
Widespread  showers  improved  winter  wheat  prospects  across  the  Middle  East,  including  western  Iran,  during  late 
March  2002  and  the  first  week  of  April,  with  most  areas  recording  10  to  25  millimeters  or  more  of  total  rainfall. 
During  the  first  week  of  April,  temperatures  averaged  near  to  below  normal  in  the  wettest  locations,  but  freezing 
temperatures  were  confined  to  Turkey’s  Anatolian  Plateau  and  the  higher  elevation  growing  areas  of  western  Iran. 
Crop  development  ranged  from  vegetative  in  these  traditionally  cooler  locations  to  reproductive  and  filling  elsewhere. 
Winter  grain  harvesting  usually  lasts  from  April  in  the  warmest  areas  through  June  and  July  in  the  colder  spots. 
Planting  of  irrigated  summer  crops,  including  cotton,  is  likely  underway  throughout  the  region. 

China:  Dry  March  Weather  Necessitates  Supplemental  Irrigation  For  Wheat  Crop 

February  2002  was  highlighted  by  seasonably  dry  but  abnormally  warm  weather  across  the  North  China  Plain  (NCP). 
Temperatures  averaged  4-6  degrees  C  above  normal  and  prompted  winter  wheat  to  break  dormancy  earlier  than 
normal.  March  weather  was  also  mostly  dry  and  warmer  than  normal  across  the  NCP,  although  light  rain  provided 
some  moisture  for  winter  wheat  early  in  the  month.  During  the  first  week  of  April  2002,  widespread  rain  benefited 
vegetative  winter  wheat  and  increased  topsoil  moisture  for  early  summer  crop  planting  on  the  NCP.  Heavier  rain  also 
favored  winter  wheat  across  the  western  wheat  areas  of  Shanxi,  Shaanxi,  and  southern  Inner  Mongolia.  Recent  light  to 
moderate  rain  boosted  topsoil  moisture  for  spring  wheat  and  summer  crop  planting  in  Manchuria.  Temperatures 
continued  to  average  well  above  normal  across  the  North  China  Plain  and  Manchuria  in  early  April. 
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